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In development cooperation, there
are numerous agricultural projects
aimed at poverty reduction, food
security or the creation of alternative
incomes for smallholders in
developing and emerging countries
that are planned, implemented or
financed by German NGOs.

At the same time, small-scale
livestock farming is the key to the
livelihood of the rural population
in developing countries.

But are livestock and their welfare
sufficiently taken into account

by German NGOs working in
development cooperation?

To gain insight into the current
state of livestock deployment by
German NGOs, WTS conducted a
non-representative survey in 2019.
Using a semi-standardized online
guestionnaire, the study assessed
whether German NGOs actively
promote the use of farm animals
in agricultural projects. In addition,
it had been explored whether
accompanying and obligatory
measures go along to ensure the
welfare of the animals.

22 staff members from 18 NGOs
and GIZ (Gesellschaft fir
Internationale Zusammenarbeit)
participated in the survey.
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Farm Animals in Rural Development Projects of German NGOs

P Use of livestock

NGOs used the following
livestock species:

0%

of the participants state
that their organization
promotes the use of
livestock.
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Allocation of farm animals to people
with no experience in farm animal
husbandry:

50%

39%

11%

Yes No | don’t know

(n=18)

NGO finds out if farm animals can be
found there already:

58%

11%

| don’t know

Yes No

(n=19)

The participating organizations

support

animal-related
projects in total.

(n=16)

’Guidelines for
the use of livestock:

NGO states that it has
guidelines for
livestock farming

that are adhered to or implemented by the local
project partners and livestock farmers.

Conceivable to an NGO to have own
guideline on use of farm animals:

M Yes, in any case.

Yes, under certain 26%
circumstances.
No, rather not. 58%
O No, definitely not.
11%

(n=19)
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Proposed changes
by NGOs:

4

*(German Federal Ministry
o for Economic Cooperation
and Development)

believe that policy makers should devote
more attention to the issue of animal
welfare in development cooperation.

(n=19)

- Action guides for NGOs and
partner organizations

- illustrated materials for
animal owners

- workshops for NGOs and donors

-> BMZ guidelines incl. funding
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